FBOME  BUBAL  DISTBICT  COUNCIL. 


-Ai^rjUal  Report  of  tl^e  Medical  Officer  of  Healtl^ 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1903.  XeK- 


Gkntlempjn, — 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Frome  Rural  District  for  the  Year 
ending  December  31st,  1903. 

I append  to  this  Report  Four  Tabulated  Statements  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
I am  sending  Copies  of  the  Report  and  the  “ Tables  ” to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Somerset  County 
Council. 


1’he  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  this  year  cannot  very  well  be  compared  with  those  of  previous 
years,  as  this  is  only  the  second  complete  year  in  which  the  area  and  population  have  not  been  affected  by  the 
absorption  into  the  Frome  Urban  District  of  a certain  portion  of  the  Selwood  Parish. 


From^the  Tables  enclosed  the  following  facts  appear  : - 

Area  of  District— 51,448  Acres. 

Population — 1 1,118. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 2650. 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House — 4-2. 

Occupation — Agriculture  and  Coal  Mining. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  living 
Death  Rate  „ „ ' ... 

Zymotic  Rate  „ „ 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  births 

The  above  Statistics  are  based  upon  the  population  shown  in  the  last  census,  and  I know  of  no  exceptional 
circumstances  that  would  materially  alter  the  population  in  any  part  of  the  District. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  Births  is  225  : Males  113 ; Females  112  ; of  these  18  died  under  1 year  of  age. 
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De.aths. — The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  141  ; or  at  the  rate  of 
living — the  same  as  last  year. 


13  per  1000 


The  Causes  of  Deaths  are  as  follows  : — ■ 

Zymotic  Diseases 
Phthisis  ... 

Bronchitis... 

Pneumonia 
Premature  Birth... 

Heart  Disease 
Accidents... 

Old  Age  ... 

Cancer 
Suicide 
Other  Causes 


1903. 

1902 

2 

11 

11 

11 

10 

13 

6 

6 

4 

4 

18 

26 

5 

7 

24 

35 

13 

4 

5 

0 

43 

27 

141 

144 

The  Ages  at  which  Death  occurred  are  as  follows 


Under  1 year  of  age 
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Infant  Mortality  is  much  below  the  average,  only  18  deaths  having  occurred  under  1 year  of  age,  or  at 
the  rate  of  81  per  1000  births.  The  causes  of  these  18  early  deaths  are  as  follows  : — 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Pneumonia...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


18 


The  Infkctious  Diseases  Notification  Act  has  been  in  force  in  the  District  since  March,  1890,  and 
works  well,  and  is  of  great  value  in  checking  the  spread  of  epidemic  diseases,  and  the  record  of  cases  is  of  great 
service  as  an  indication  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  localities. 


During  the  year  40  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz. : — 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
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They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria — 3 cases. — 1 at  Marston  in  January. 

1  at  Nunney  in  September. 

1 at  Road  in  December. 

Erysipelas — 11  cases. — 1 at  Nunney. 

I 2 at  Writhlington. 

2 at  Road. 

3 at  Hemington. 

3 at  Mells. 

• 

Scarlet  Fever — 24  cases. — 1 at  Selwood  in  January. 

1 at  Mells  in  January. 

1 at  Mells  in  November. 

2 at  Faulkland  in  April. 

4 at  „ in  July. 

1 at  „ in  November. 

1 at  Kilmersdon  in  February. 

5 at  „ in  June. 

2 at  „ in  July. 

1 at  „ in  November. 

1 each  at  Berkley,  Hemington,  Witham,  Writhlington,  and  Charlton. 

Enteric  Fever — 2 cases.^ — Both  at  Road,  1 in  October  and  1 in  December. 

In  no  case  has  any  Infectious  Disease  assumed  epidemic  form.  The  24  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  it  will  be  seen, 
occurred  at  varying  intervals  throughout  the  District,  many  of  them  were  undoubtedly  infected  from  Radstock, 
where  there  has  been  an  epidemic  during  the  year. 

In  every  case  where  an  Infectious  Disease  has  been  notified,  I have  without  delay,  visited  the  house  and 
made  all  possible  arrangements  for  the  home  isolation  of  the  case ; 1 also  send  to  the  occupier  of  the  house  a 
printed  notice  calling  attention  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  also  a printed  form  of 
instructions  for  home  isolation.  I also  send  a printed  notice  to  the  Inspector,  who  provides  disinfectants  and 
visits  the  house  from  time  to  time  to  see  that  my  instructions  to  the  occupier  are  properly  carried  out.  A notice 
is  also  sent  (if  necessary)  to  the  Manager  of  the  local  Schools,  M^arning  him  not  to  admit  children  to  School  from 
the  infected  house;  by  these  means  we  endeavour  to  stop  the  spread  of  infection  without  an  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  we  do  so  with  considerable  success.  At  the  termination  of  the  illness  the  Inspector  fumigates  and  disinfects 
the  premises,  and  I have  much  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  efficient  way  in  which  this  is  done.  I have  never 
known  a case  of  Infectious  Disease  occur  in  the  District  in  consequence  of  ineffectual  fumigation  and  disinfection 
of  infected  premises. 

During  the  year  7 Schools  have  had  to  be  closed  in  consequence  of  epidemic  disease,  viz. ; — 

Cloford — in  January,  21  days  for  Whooping  Cough. 

Berkley — in  January,  14  days  for  Measles. 

Gaer  Hill — in  January,  10  days  for  Measles  and  Diphtheria. 

Beckington — in  February,  21  days  for  Measles. 

Nunney — in  February,  28  days  for  Measles. 

Norton  St.  Philip — in  May,  14  days  for  Chicken  Pox. 

Kilmersdon — in  December,  7 days  for  Measles. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year  were  singularly  few,  viz.  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 


Water  Supply. — No  new  scheme  has  been  carried  out,  nor  any  extensions  of  mains.  The  existing  Water 
Supplies  at  Buckland,  Coleford,  Leigh-on-Mendip,  Vobster,  Nunney,  Rodden,  and  Wanstrow,  continue  quite 
satisfactory. 

A constant  look-out  is  kept  on  all  Wells  in  the  District,  and  during  the  year  I have  analysed  and  reported 
upon  9 samples  of  Water.  Where  my  analysis  has  proved  the  Water  to  be  polluted  the  Council  have  caused 
steps  to  be  taken  to  have  the  Wells  cleaned  or  otherwise  abate  the  nuisance. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Works. — No  extension  of  mains  has  been  made  during  the  year.  Portions  of  the 
Road  Sewer  have  been  taken  up  and  re-laid.  Plans  for  the  new  system  of  Sewage  Disposal  at  Road  have  been 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  approval. 


Isolation  Hospital. — There  is  none  in  the  District,  and  in  all  cases  isolation  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
patient’s  home.  Measures  of  house  isolation  are  carried  out  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  disinfectants  are 
supplied  to  the  poor  by  the  Council,  and  on  m3'  request,  freely  distributed  by  the  Inspectors. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. — All  works  included  in  the  Act  have  been  systematically  inspected  and 
the  Register  kept.  No  case  has  arisen  under  the  Act. 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. — There  have  been  two,  each  with  a Sub-District.  It  is  Avith  great  regret  I have 
to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Purnell,  Inspector  for  No.  2 Sub-District,  and  I should  like  to  place  on  record  my 
high  opinion  of  his  services  to  the  Council  in  his  capacity  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  his  unfailing  courtesy 
and  willing  co-operation  in  his  official  dealings  with  m3'self. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — The  House-to-house  Inspection  of  Sub-District  1 has  been  completed. 
Sub-District  2 has  been  partiall}'  done.  The  DAvellings  of  the  Working  Classes  are  as  a rule  in  good  Sanitary 
condition,  and  where  any  insanitary  defect  is  discovered,  it  is  generally  quickly  set  right  b}'  the  owners,  on 
attention  being  c, ailed  b}'  the  Inspector. 

This  Report  on  the  whole  is  very  much  on  a par  with  that  of  last  year ; the  onl3’  point  which  calls  for 
comment  is  in  regard  to  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  which  show  a great  decrease  during  the  past  year,  there 
being  only  40  cases  as  compared  with  88  the  previous  year,  and  only  one  of  these  proved  fatal. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  express  m3'  thanks  to  the  Council  and  their  Officers  for  their  courtesy  and  the 
support  they  have  extended  to  me  in  m3'  work. 


I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  W.  DALBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Frome,  January  26th,  1904. 
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Rural  District  Council. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Xote. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occun-ed  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public 
institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term  “Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “ Public  institutions  ” to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A list  of  the  Institutions  in 
respect  of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 
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(See  Notes  at  Back.) 
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Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup 

Croup  ... 

I Typhus 

FeveiM  Enteric 

1 Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
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back.) 
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^OTES.- — (a)  In  this  Table  all  deaths  of  “ Residents  " occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or 
without  the  district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  columns  for  the 
several  age  groups  (columns  2-S).  They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  included  among 
the  deaths  in  their  respective  “Localities’^  according  to  the  previous  addresses  of  the 
deceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “ Non-residents occurring  in  public 
institutions  in  the  distidct  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  columns  2-8  and  9-15  of 
this  Table. 

(b)  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “Residents”  and  “Non-residents,”  and  as  to  the 

“Public  Institutions  ” to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables.  The 
“ Jjocalities  ” should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  occurring  iii  pablic  institutions  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of 

“ Residents  ” or  of  “ Non-i-esidents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in  note  (a),  to 
be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  this  Table.  The  total  number  in  this  column  should 
equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

(d)  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “ Localities  ” in  columns  9-15  of  this  Table  should  equal 

those  for  the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Table  II.,  sub-columns  c.  The  total  deaths  at 
all  ages  in  column  2 of  this  Table  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  the 
figures  for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  1. 

(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “ Diarrhoea"’  are  to  be  included  ^aths  certified  as  from  diarrhoea, 

alone  or  in  combination  with  some  other  cause  of  ill-defined  nature  ; and  also  deaths 
certified  as  from 

Epidemic  enteritis ; 

Zymotic  enteritis ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras 
(in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera). 

Under  the  heading  of  “Enteritis”  are  to  be  included  those  certified  as  from  Gastro- 
enteritis, Muco-enteritis,  and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained  by  enquiiy 
from  the  certifying  practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have 
reason  for  including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the  specific  term 
“Diarrhoea.”  Under  the  headings  of  “Cancer,”  “Phthisis”  and  “Puerperal  fever” 
should  be  included  all  registered  deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  these  general  terms. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should  be  included 
under  the  latter. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  1.,  II.,  III.  and  lY.,  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Date 


